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From the Principal 
2019 SUBJECT COUNSELLING 
We are currently preparing for the 2019 subject counselling process with Senior School 
students. Information provided to parents at the 21st August meeting will aid parents to 
support their child in readiness to choose learning opportunities to meet their career path. 
We are incredibly privileged at Mount Compass Area School to offer a wide range of learning 
opportunities which are delivered by a highly credentialed teaching staff. 

 
INNOVATIVE LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES 
The widespread and variable skills and abilities of the staff at Mount Compass Area School 
provides a unique opportunity for us to continue to develop and implement new learning 
initiatives. 
 
In 2018, we have implemented ability Mathematics groups in the Middle School, extended our 
integrated learning scope more widely into our local community, challenged our students with 
the Duke of Edinburgh Award and the Operation Flinders expedition and continued our focus 
on Literacy with more training with our staff, ability spelling groups in the Junior School and a 
guided reading program from Reception to Year 9. 
 
Our student leaders have readily accepted new leadership opportunities and currently our Year 
10 Home Economics class is planning to be actively involved in an initiative working with the 
Canteen staff. 
 
The new STEM facility will provide many new learning challenges for our students when it 
opens later this year. We are fortunate in having a highly experienced and committed STEM 
faculty at Mount Compass Area School and our unique location with our farm, the swamp and 
agro-forest will be the focus of an innovative environmental sustainability learning program. 
We will be working in conjunction with the Urrbrae Wetlands and Monash University in Victoria 
to implement this program. 
 
In all programs developed under the STEM banner it is our intention that every learning area 
and all students will gain successful learning as part of this strategy. 
 
 
            Continued... 
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SCHOOL CANTEEN 
Thank you for your patience with the adjustments to the Canteen opening times. The Governing Council led Canteen 
Committee, in conjunction with the Canteen staff, are working to refine and improve the organisation of the Canteen in 
their provision of a healthy service to our school community.  
 
SCHOOL CLOSURE 
The Governing Council has authorised a school closure day for 6th September which corresponds with the animal 
showing at the Royal Adelaide Show. Our Royal Show Team has been incredibly busy with our steers, heifers, goats and 
chooks and everyone is looking forward to more success at this event. 
 
I would encourage families to join us at the Show on the school closure day to make this an important date on our 
school calendar and enjoy the success of our students. 
 

 
 
 
 

JUNIOR SCHOOL ASSEMBLIES 
Congratulations to the following award winners from our Week 3 Assembly. They received a purple Persistence award: 
Ms Davis: Vin Richardson and Noah Bennett 
Mrs Steimanis: Koby Shute and Indiana Sibbald 
Ms Martin: Ailie Scott and Declan Plummer 
Mrs Clarke / Mrs Walker: Ebony Wagner and Avah Bailey-Green 
Mr Hansen: Charlie Gray and Luca Guy 
Ms Foster: Noah Domoney and Shantay Storie 
Mrs Ezard: Keagan Willcocks and Annaliesse Parker 
Ms Potter: Vivian Thrun and Dylan Willcocks 
Ms De Zilwa / Bu Jemma: Charlie McEachran and Jackson Quinn 
 
Junior School Assemblies for the remainder of Term 3 are on Thursdays at 9:00am in the Gym; 
• Week 6 (30th August) hosted by Mrs Ezard’s Year 5/6s, learning presented by Ms De Zilwa and Bu Jemma’s Year 5/6s 
• Week 9 (20th September) hosted by Ms Davis’ R/1s, learning presented by Mr Hansen’s Year 3/4s 
 
BOOK WEEK 
Many exciting activities are planned for Book Week! On Monday of Week 5, R-6 students were involved in an Amazing 
Literacy Treasure Hunt, working in teams to complete Literacy based activities, then read the clue to move onto the 
next location. More details and photos in the next newsletter about who found the treasure and how the event went!  
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Respect, Participate, Achieve 

On Monday 27th August (Week 6) students are encouraged to dress up to fit the ‘Find your Treasure’ theme, or as a 
book character. At 9.15am an assembly and parade will be held in the gym to showcase costumes and award winners 
for best costumes for each class. There will be two categories – themed costume and general book character costume. 
Parents, caregivers, grandparents and community members are welcome to attend this assembly, then join their 
children in their classrooms for a morning of activities and Book Week themed learning until 10.45am. Students also 
have the opportunity to visit the Book Fair with their family during this morning to purchase books if they wish.  
 
ART GALLERY OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA / ADELAIDE BOTANIC GARDENS EXCURSION 
On Wednesday 25th July, Year 5/6 classes went to the Art Gallery of South Australia and Adelaide Botanic Gardens. 
 
Our first stop was Adelaide Art Gallery and we were given a sheet to fill in about our favourite artwork. We were all 
amazed with the famous artwork, and we were struggling to find our favourite. The reason we were given the sheet, is 
because when we get back to school we will re-create that artwork in our own unique way.  
 
There was also an Indonesian art section. The art was different and it stood out compared to the others. On the back of 
the sheet we were given at the beginning, we had to fill in questions about the Indonesian artwork.  
 
The student opinion on the artwork; 

“All the art are different and unique in their own way.” Chelsea Edwards (Year 5/6) 
“They’re creative and beautiful.” Taylen Monaghan (Year 5/6) 
“It was fun to experience to see all the famous artworks from around the world.” Charlotte Lindavies (Year 5/6) 

 
Our second stop was Adelaide Botanic Gardens. We settled down to eat our lunch and when we finished our lunch we 
were running, jumping, playing, laughing, like normal kids do. Later on we went on an indoor board walk through a 
forest. 
Kailey and Hannah (Year 5/6) 
 
YEAR 3/4 ARBURY PARK - OUTDOOR SCHOOL CAMP 
On Monday 30th July, the Year 3 and 4’s left school and travelled to Arbury Park Outdoor School for their school camp.  
 
ON DAY 1 –  We arrived at Arbury Park! When we arrived we all helped unload the buses, before we walked over to the 
“meeting place”. There we meet Jenna, Paul and David, who were some of the staff from Arbury Park, they introduced 
themselves and gave us instructions about what would be happening and rules to follow. Next we carried our own stuff 
to our dorms, unpacked and made our beds; we also had to practice a fire drill,  in case of an emergency.  
 
               Continued... 
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Once we completed the drill, it was time for morning tea, so we made our way to the dining room which is where we 
ate when we were at Arbury Park. Before we went into the dining room we had to wash our hands. Arbury Park told us 
it was very important so they had a  rule that we could not eat unless our hands were clean! Which meant that every 
time we went to the dining room we had to remember to go to the outdoor sinks first, to make sure our hands were 
very clean. 
 
After morning tea and a play on the playground we went into our groups to start our day’s activities. Mr. Hansen’s 
group walked through the magic forest, while Ms Foster’s group went for a walk along the out of bounds areas. Both 
groups discuss the similarities between school values and Arbury Park Outdoor School’s values. We then did an 
orienteering activity where we had to follow a map to find different letters around the park. This allowed us to explore 
Arbury Park so we could explore and get to know where everything was. 
 
We headed back to the  “meeting place” after lunch and Jenna told us that we would be playing a game call the “Web of 
Life”. The game had different players; ‘predators’ were fast students from both our schools and Huntfield Heights 
Primary School, ‘death and destruction’ was Ms. Glasson, the ’human’ was a teacher from the other school and the rest 
of us were ‘herbivores’.  At the end we came back together to talk about how we survived and how we hunted. This was 
one of our favourite activities from camp  
 
After the “Web of Life” we went for a walk to the lake where we sat down and closed our eyes, took in the fresh air and 
relaxed. We then had to walk back to the dinning room and had dinner. After dinner we went stargazing or did activities 
in the gym. Then it was time for bed and Mr. Hansen read us a bedtime story. 
 
DAY 2- We woke up bright and early we walked to Bridgewater where we played on the playground and had yummy 
brownies for morning tea. On the way back to Arbury Park we had to stop for a long container train. We counted all the 
carriages and then made the big hike back up the hill to get back in time for lunch.  
 
After lunch we went to the bush ponds and Faith explained to us that we would be looking at living creatures from the 
ponds. After we got nets and buckets we collected some micro creatures. Then we went up to the microscope room and 
looked at little bugs and an egg sacks Dean found. When we finished looking at creatures through the microscope and 
learning about the life cycles of micro creature, we swapped over and looked at taxidermy animals. After dinner we did 
activities again in the gym as well really enjoyed it the first night or we could watch a movie. Then it was bedtime. 
 
DAY 3- It was our last day and we were all feeling very tired, but we packed up and cleaned our dorms and put our stuff 
near the gym ready for the buses. After breakfast we either did orienteering with a more difficult map than what we 
used on day 1. Or we did activities in the gym and on the tennis courts where we had to work together to complete 
challenges. The activities got harder and harder and some got angry and frustrated, but we managed to work most of 
the challenge out and work together as a team.  
 
Dean, Charlie, Chelsea, Stirling and Ella (Year 3/4) 
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Respect, Participate, Achieve 

SNOW TRIP 2018 
In the school holidays twelve students form MCAS went with Yankallila AS and Victor Harbor HS  by bus to Mount Buller 
in the Victorian Ski Fields.  
 
The bus trip was overnight so we had to eat dinner and sleep on the bus with regular stops along the way.  
The first glimpses of snow made everyone rush to the windows on the side of the bus and start taking photos. There 
were several students who had never seen snow before and were amazed and excited. 
 
We arrive at Mount Buller late the next morning and went to our Lodge to unpack all our snow gear to wear outside so 
we could go and pick up our snowboards and skis and start our first lesson. 
 
There were two different classes to choose from: snowboarding and skiing.  Most of the students did snowboarding and 
made lots of progress and got lots of bruises on their knees (and everywhere else)! 
 
The first two days the snow was more icy which made it more slippery and harder to stop. By the third day there was 
lots of snow and the boards were sinking into it! The extra snow made it a softer landing, by this time everyone’s 
muscles were feeling pretty sore as well! 
 
Each day we would get food passes to select our food from a servery (like an American high school, with a tray to collect 
our food). The food was really good with hot chips and pizza being my favourite. 
 
The first night we did night skiing with all the big flood lights on. On the other nights we would go back to the lodge and 
dry all our snow gear in the drying room, then go to the game room to play pool or table tennis or darts, watch TV and 
relax after a busy day. There was also a movie room with couches that we could use. 
 
The highlight was going up on the ski lift and the challenge of trying to get off at the end – that was fun. Going down the 
big steep hills which made you go fast was also exciting.  The other major challenge was the rope activity where you had 
to pull yourself up a steep hill while on your snowboard, it was a lot of fun. 
 
I would definitely go again because it was fun, beautiful seeing the snow and because we were high up in the mountains 
you could see all the other snow-capped mountains around you. You get to meet new people from different schools and  
get to know others kids from our own school better as well. 
 
The day we left there was a really heavy snowfall and we got snowed in for a few extra hours. The road into the resort 
had a high number of buses and cars sliding off the road because it was so icy and visibility was low. We eventually got 
on our way but about 3 hours late. It was a very quiet trip home, everyone was fast asleep and exhausted from a week 
away in the snow! 
 
Jaylee Mawby (Year 8) 
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MASA QUIZ NIGHT 
On Wednesday 15th August, fourteen students from Years 7-10 represented MCAS in the annual Mathematics 
Association of South Australia (MASA) Quiz Night at Victor Harbor High School. Students competed in teams of 3 or 4 
against others from Victor Harbor High School and Investigator College on General Knowledge and Maths questions. 
Over four rounds, students worked collaboratively to challenge themselves and exercise their brains with questions and 
logic problems.  
 
It was a closely fought battle and all teams gave it their best shot, especially considering that questions contained 
mathematic concepts up to a Year 10 level. After 2 hours Cindy, Montana and Josh from Year 10 came out winners of 
the General Knowledge section (missing out on being overall winners by 1 point). 
Thank you to all students who attended and gave up their Wednesday evening to represent the school.  
 
YEAR 9 SCIENCE ALIVE  
On Friday 3rd August 2018, the Year 9 students attended Science Alive at the Adelaide Showgrounds. Science Alive is an 
interactive experience for everyone with many hands-on activities to take part in. All of our students enjoyed walking 
around to the different stalls to see how Science is involved in different aspects of life.   
 
The students also engaged with a wide range of people to find out about different study and career options. These 
people were from many different fields including Defence, Engineering, Science, Education, Nature & the Environment, 
and Health & Nutrition.  
 
During the day the Year 9s watched the ‘Fuels, Forces and Flight’ show, which involved lots of chemical reactions 
involving fire and explosions. Behind the excitement of it all, the students learnt the science of why certain things 
occurred.  
 
Over the course of the day, everyone enjoyed themselves thoroughly and learnt lots of new facts. 
 
"The expo was really cool. They had a bunch of interactive puzzles that were fun to do and the Science Show at the end 
was very entertaining. I liked the Radiation stand that showed how different materials deflected or stopped different 
forms of radiation." 
Cameron Walsh (Year 9) 
 
"As a group we were lucky to attend the expo and participate in learning about how Science impacts our lives. We spoke 
to professionals, saw demonstrations and looked at various career paths involving Science. We enjoyed the experience 
and would like to thank the teachers for organising this excursion”. 
Emily Smith (Year 9) 
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OPERATION FLINDERS 
For the first time at Mount Compass Area School,  a group of ten resilient Year 10 and 11 students spent a week in the 
Flinders Ranges doing ‘Operation Flinders’. Mr Mount and Mr Nizzola bravely volunteered to come along as well.  
 
For seven nights and eight days, the beautiful Flinders Rangers on Yankaninna Station  were explored by our MCAS 
team, each day walking about 12 km before coming into camp sites to rest, eat dinner and sleep. Each member slept in 
a hootchie which is basically a tarp stretched over a rope with a sleeping mat (think yoga mat) as a mattress.  
 
The walking varied each day, sometimes it was quite steep and rocky. Carrying the backpack was quite challenging. 
When we first arrived at the station we had our suitcases and had to repack items into the backpack which were only 
our bare necessities.  The weather was dry and dusty to start with, but we also had to walk and sleep through rain. 
 
It was incredibly cold at night – often dipping below zero. We used a camp fire to keep warm in the evenings as well as 
to cook our meals. When we arrived at the camp site we would set up our hootchies, relax, read, write in journals, play 
noughts and crosses using rocks, and doing our jobs. 
 
We mostly ate canned food that could be prepared over the open fire – curry, spaghetti Bolognese, tortillas. Breakfast 
was usually porridge, Weetbix and tinned fruit and lunch was usually cheese and crackers and muesli bars. Each 
campsite had a box of food provisions left for us so we didn’t need to carry them through the whole trip.  
 
Each day everyone had a role to support the team. There was the chef, navigator, fire duty (collecting wood, collecting 
rubbish as fire starters, captain (leading everyone and take care of the teddy mascot), and hygiene (digging the pit).  
 
The whole experience was amazing. It was like nothing we had ever experienced before. While some of us had gone 
camping with our family this was different. There were no phones, no watches, and activities along the walk such as 
abseiling 25m down a cliff face with our team members supporting us and encouraging us. 
Getting into camp each afternoon was such a good feeling. Knowing we had walked so far through the day past goats, 
wallabies, emus and kangaroos and could now rest and recuperate together. 
 
Operation Flinders was harder than we thought it was going to be, you have to power through sore feet and blisters to 
keep walking, but it’s a challenge and manageable and such an amazing opportunity. The hardest bit was probably not 
having a shower for a week – we used wet ones along the way to freshen up. And the pit toilets were a bit confronting 
to start off with. The only injuries were pride, we often slipped and fell learning how to balance over rocky terrain with 
our backpacks on. 
 
We would do it again! And highly recommend it to any other students who would like to do it in the future. We got to 
make new friendships with people at school. We now have a new bond and saw a different (and sometimes better!) 
side to our peers.  
               Continued... 
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We also saw a different side to the teachers that went; Mr Mount, despite being the Home Economics teacher, refused 
to cook or to supervise cooking duties. And Mr Nizz’s beard was growing before our very eyes each day, he spent a lot 
of time writing in his notebook… 
 
All of the team received a dog day and t-shirt for participation. With special awards being given to Caitlin (a boomerang) 
for being the most developed over the course of the camp, and Blayde (he got to keep the teddy mascot) for his 
leadership skills and being encouraging and helpful to the team.  
 
Thank you to all the people who made this possible, but especially Mr Nizz and Mr Mount for walking and camping with 
us, and Mr Mooney, Mr Blake and Mr Cousins for driving the bus to drop us off and pick us up again. It was the 
adventure of a lifetime! 
 
Reflections by Nick Wilson and Courtney Harding 
 

 
 
 
 
 

FUNDRAISING EVENT 
Father’s Day Gift Stall – Junior School – Friday 31st August all gifts $4 each and cards $1 each 
Janette Pascke, Parents & Friends Member 
 

 
 
 
 
 

PHOTOGRAPHS OF STUDENTS 
Parents are reminded that photographs and videos of children at school and in school events are not permitted. You are 
welcome to take photos of your own children, for example prior to leaving on camp or once assembly has finished and 
you are able to photograph your child with their certificate/award . But at no times should other students be in these 
photos. 

 
 
 
 

BOOK FAIR - 23RD AUGUST TO 28TH AUGUST (WEEK 5) 
Every year Mount Compass Area School holds Scholastic Book Fair and we hope you are enjoying this year’s theme of 
‘Find your Treasure’. 
 
On Monday 20th August, Book Week celebrations started with R-6 ‘Amazing Literacy Treasure Hunt’ followed by our 
book Fair opening on Thursday 23rd August in the Resource Centre. On Monday, 27th August, our major event of Dress 
Up Day / Assembly and Parade / Open classrooms will start at 9:15am. Book Fair will conclude on Tuesday 28th August 
(Week 6). 
 
PREMIER’S READING CHALLENGE 
This year’s challenge is due to finish by end of August. Completed student reading record forms must be returned to 
Resource Centre by FRIDAY 7th SEPTEMBER. Extensions cannot be granted due to award ordering deadlines. The 
challenge is a wonderful way for parents to share reading with their children. The buddy classes are also doing great 
work reading to younger students. 
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BYSTANDER BULLYING 
Bullying situations usually involve more than the bully and the victim. They also involve bystanders—those who watch 
bullying happen or hear about it.   
An important new strategy for bullying prevention focuses on the powerful role of the bystander. Depending on how 
bystanders respond, they can either contribute to the problem or the solution. Bystanders rarely play a completely 
neutral role, although they may think they do. 
Hurtful Bystanders                            
Some bystanders . . . instigate the bullying by prodding the bully to begin. 
Other bystanders . . . encourage the bullying by laughing, cheering, or making comments that further stimulate the 
bully.   
And other bystanders . . . join in the bullying once it has begun.   
Most bystanders . . . passively accept bullying by watching and doing nothing. Often without realizing it, these 
bystanders also contribute to the problem. Passive bystanders provide the audience a bully craves and the silent 
acceptance that allows bullies to continue their hurtful behaviour.  
 
HELPFUL BYSTANDERS       
Bystanders also have the power to play a key role in preventing or stopping bullying.   
Some bystanders . . . directly intervene, by discouraging the bully, defending the victim, or redirecting the situation 
away from bullying. 
Other bystanders . . .  get help, by rallying support from peers to stand up against bullying or by reporting the bullying to 
adults.   
 
EXAMINING THE EFFECTS ON THE BYSTANDER 
 
Why don’t more bystanders intervene?   
• They think, “It’s none of my business.” 
• They fear getting hurt or becoming another victim.   
• They feel powerless to stop the bully.      
• They don’t like the victim or believe the victim “deserves” it. 
• They don’t want to draw attention to themselves. 
• They fear retribution.  
• They think that telling adults won’t help or it may make things worse. 
• They don’t know what to do. 
 
Bystanders who don’t intervene or don’t report the bullying often suffer negative consequences themselves. They may 
experience:  
• Pressure to participate in the bullying  
• Anxiety about speaking to anyone about the bullying 
• Powerlessness to stop bullying 
• Vulnerability to becoming victimized  
• Fear of associating with the victim, the bully, or the bully’s pals   
• Guilt for not having defended the victim 
 
PREPARING CHILDREN TO BECOME HELPFUL BYSTANDERS 
Adults can prepare children to become helpful bystanders by discussing with them the different ways bystanders can 
make a difference, and by letting them know that adults will support them, if and when they step forward. Adults can 
also provide examples of how helpful bystanders have shown courage and made a difference in real-life situations and 
in their own experiences.  
 
Reference: http://www.eyesonbullying.org/bystander.html 
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MOUNT COMPASS TENNIS CLUB 
Tennis Season is nearly here! Tennis is a great game for developing mental toughness.  To be successful you need to show composure 
and tenacity, a belief in yourself and your ability.  It is fun, social and is great for hand-eye co-ordination. 
 
For the little ones and the not so little - if you've never hit a ball before and would like to start at the beginning, two of MCAS's past 
scholars and Division 1 Junior champions,  Rory Bowles and Nathan Hicks, have put their hand up to run the Hot Shots training at our 
local courts.  The courts are located on the hill behind the netball courts and football oval.  This will be on a Wednesday night after 
school. In the Hot Shots program kids start with larger balls and smaller court sizes and aims to build their skills while having fun.  Both 
Nathan and Rory come with a wealth of experience and it will be a lot of fun! 
 
Junior training starts 5th September from 4:15pm.   You must RSVP your interest to mtcompasstennis@gmail.com 
 
Since our coach Virgil's retirement at the end of last season we have been in search of a new coach.  The new recruit is yet to be 
finalised but we're getting close to having a new super coach. Please follow our Facebook page (search for "Mt Compass Tennis Club") 
to stay informed or email your interest to mtcompasstennis@gmail.com so that we can keep you posted if you are interested in formal 
coaching. 
 
Open Day -  9th September from 12pm at MC Tennis Courts and everyone welcome!  
This day is for a bit of fun and gets the club together so we can set up the teams for the season. Please let us know if you want to play 
but can't make it on the day. We will have a free sausage sizzle running so we would appreciate you letting us know if you are coming 
along for catering purposes. 
 
Competitions begin last Saturday of the October School holidays - 13th October. 
Vanessa Tilby - President MCTC 

Community News 
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BASKETBALL CLUB 
Pistons basketball club, 
Port Elliot are seeking 
U16 and U10 girls to 
start as soon as possible. 
The new season starts in 
term 4 and we are 
encouraging all players 
of all ages to join our 
club. Please contact 
Sharyn Kappler on: 0421 
201 614 or Steve 
Scarvelis on: 0428 818 
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TERM 3 2018 

Term 3 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Week 6 August 27 
 

Book Fair 
 

Book Week Assembly 
Dress Up 9:15am 

and Open Classrooms 
 

August 28 
 

Book Fair 
 

August 29 
 
 

August 30 
 

JS Assembly 9:00am 

August 31 
 

Whole School 
Assembly 9:00am 

Wear it Purple Day 
 

P&F Father’s Day Stall 
 

Royal Adelaide Show 

Week 7 September 3 
Royal Adelaide Show 

 
Governing  

Council 7:00pm 
 

September 4 
Royal Adelaide Show 

 
 

September 5 
Royal Adelaide Show 

September 6 
Royal Adelaide Show 

SCHOOL CLOSURE 

September 7 
 

Royal Adelaide Show 

Week 8 September 10 
 

Year 11/12 Elevate 
Study Skills 

September 11 
 

Young Environmental 
Leaders (YEL) 

September 12 
 
 

September 13 
 
 

September 14 
 
 

Week 9 September 17 
 
 

September 18 
 
 

September 19 
 

Christian Options 
 

RAP Road Safety  
Year 10 & 11 

September 20 
 

JS Assembly 9:00am 

September 21 
 

NEWSLETTER 

Week 10 September 24 
 
 

September 25 
 
 

September 26 
 
 

September 27 
 

Year 1/2 & 2/3 Nature 
Park 

 

Young Writer’s Festival 
EFS 

September 28 
 

Whole School 
Assembly 1:35pm 

 

End of Term 3 
Finish Time 2:15pm 

School Calendar 
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SCHOOL STREAM FREE APP 
Mount Compass Area School uses this fantastic app called School Stream. 
Parents/caregivers can receive instantaneous information, class news, 
newsletters, alerts, forms etc right on your phone. Just download following 
instructions below and enjoy this great app. 
 
1. From your mobile device go to the App Store (iPhone/iPad) OR Google 

Play (Android) search for School Stream and download the app to your 
phone 

2. Make sure you agree to push notifications 
3. Once School Stream has finished installing, open the app, type your 

school name into the search THEN select your school 


